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Punjab 991 per mille of women aged 0-6 years are unmarried,
in the U.P. the proportion of unmarried women is 954 and the
corresponding figure for Bihar is only 891 in that age-group.
In the age-group 7-13, 725 per mille of the Chamar women in
the Punjab are unmarried and the corresponding figures for the
U.P. and Bihar are 541 and 451 respectively. In the next age-
group, 164 per mille of the Chamar women in the Punjab are
unmarried, and the corresponding figures for the U.P. and Bihar
are 94 per mille and 91 per mille respectively. Similar is the
case of scavenging castes. In the age-group 0-6 years 992 per
mille of the Chuhra (Punjab) women are unmarried and the cor-
responding figures for Bhangi (U.P.) and Dom (Bengal) women
are 986 and 930 respectively. In the age-group 7-13 years
while 839 per mille of Chuhra women are unmarried, the cor-
responding figure for Bhangis is 741 and that for the Doms is as
small as 433. Again, in the next age-group 362 per mille of the
Chuhra women are unmarried and the corresponding figures
for Bhangis and Doms are 168 and 87 respectively.

Thirdly, considering the depressed castes of the various pro-
vinces as a whole we notice that marriage age of women tends
to decrease as we move from the Punjab into the U.P. and Bihar
but appears to increase again in Bengal where it is higher than
in Bihar. -Incidentally, the Brahmins also show this tendency.
This last inference is, however, only tentative, for the data avail-
able, especially for Bihar and Bengal, are not sufficient.

Age of Marriage

It will have been noticed from the preceding two para-.
graphs that the important depressed castes practise child mar-
riage.   But this is not true of all of them.    A few of the castes
like Haburas, Dharkars, Thaurs,   Bhumijs,   Bhogtas, Rajbansis
practise adult marriage.

Wherever the custom of child marriage obtains/ gauna is
usually given when the girl attains puberty. In such cases
marital relations begin soon after puberty. This is, according
to some! as harmful as pre-puberty intercourse. Our observa-
tions show that amongst most of the castes infant marriage is
still in vogue though there is a tendency to raise the marriage
age by a year or two.